






AND CONCI~USIQNS 
, . . . . . . :. .. 

. a. . so i l .  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n ,  . . map ,: 

. a Tand s u i t a b i l i t y  -map for  - i n k g a t e d  -and, r a i h f e  'cultibation';  i n  o rder  t o  
as'sess t h e  Areas s t i l t a b l e - f o r  a g r i c u h u r a l  development. 

The s o i l  survey i n  the North-West Region, which was begun i n  October 1980 and 
March 1981, covers an a r e a  of about 3 350-  000 ha, which t he  s o i l  and land " 

were mappeT a t  -a-scalz- oT'--t/500 000. 

This region,  extending between l a t i t u d e s  9 O  and 11'30 North and longi tudes 42"30 
and 45' East ,  is charac te r i sed  by a c l i m a t e  t h a t  is a r i d  ( coa s t a l  p la in)  t o  semi- 
arid (plateau)  and a r a i n f a l l  regime which shows marked d i f f e r ences  from 
one po in t  t o  another  ( c f .  r epo r t  on hydrology and cl imatology) ,  with mean 
annual p r e c i p i t a t i o n  ranging from 50 mm ( c o a s t a l  p l a in )  t o  500 mm (p la teau) .  - . .a 
On the p l a t eau  (Hargeysa-Boorama), t h e  mean monthly temperatures vary only 
s l i g h t l y  from one month t o  the  nex t :  1 9 ' ~  i n  November t o  25OC i n  May, t h e  
temperature range being 5.G0, with a mean annual  temperature of t h e  order  of 
23°C. The abso lu te  maximum temperatures  a r e  always lower than 33"C, ranging 
from 27OC i n  De.cember t o  33OC i n  May, whereas t h e  abso lu t e  minimum temperatures  
a r e  always g rea t e r  than 10°C. 

On the  o ther  hand, t h e  c o a s t a l  p l a i n  is cha rac t e r i s ed  by a much h o t t e r  and 
more a r i d  c l imate ,  with mean montly tempera tures  always g r e a t e r  than 25"C, 
reaching 35°C i n  J u l y ,  ab so lu t e  maximum temperatures  ranging between 30°C 
(January) and 42OC (June) and abso lu t e  minimum temperatures  ranging between 
18°C (January) and 2 8 O C  (August). 

The mean annual r e l a t i v e  humidi ty  is 65% on the c o a s t a l  p l a i n  and 56% on the 
plateau . 

The p o t e n t i a l  evapot ransp i ra t ion  (BLANEY-CUDDLE) i s  high on t h e  coas t a l  p la in ,  
the mean annual va lue  amounting t o  2300 m/m, with mean monthly values  ranging 
between 142 m/m i n  February and 252  m / m  i n  Ju ly ,  whereas on the  p la teau  much 
lower values  a r e  recorded: mean annual  value 2037 mm, with monthly values rang- 
ing between 115 mm i n  December and 222 mm i n  June.  


























































































































































































